support of the infirmary should be thrown upon the rates. A resolution has been passed by a meeting of citizens to the effect that " the only way of making adequate provision for the sick is by having the management of the infirmary placed in the hands of some popularly-elected board, with statutory rating powers at its disposal." "We may be allowed to doubt whether the good people of .Aberdeen quite know wbat they are asking for when they put the matter in this, apparently, simple form. What is quite certain is that rate support and private charity are incompatible, and that anything which should subject charity hospitals to municipal control must at once alienate the gifts of those upon whose support they have hitherto depended. What a man receives from the State, the municipality, or the guardians of the poor, he receives as a right; and directly these bodies begin to " give" what is not justly due they embark upon a career of jobbery and corruption. What a man receives from a charity hospital he receives as a free gift; he has no rights in the matter at all, and herein must always lie the great distinction between these, two forms of medical relief. We make bold to say that among the various forms taken by charity that of giving relief to the poor in sickness will always occupy a prominent position, and that if to-morrow all the hospitals were taken over by the State and devoted to the treatment of those who could show some claim or right to the benefits they would dispense, other hospitals would soon spring up, founded by charitable people, to afford assistance to those who would be left out by the necessarily strict rules in accordance with which public money must always be distributed. 
